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INTRODUCTION.

THE title AN ALMAIN ARMOURER'S ALBUM has been chosen for the present work, .as it is very
probable that the MS. from which the following plates have been taken, represents the output of a

famous German armourer working in England in Elizabeth's reign. At present we know, little

about his stay in England beyond the fact that he was for a time Master Workman at Greenwich,
where he presided over the Almain or German Armourers. These and their predecess,ors had

been established by Henry VIII. about the year 1511 , and they and their successors continued to

work for the Sovereign during the reigns of Edward V'I., Mary, Elizabeth, James I. and Charles I.,
when the disuse of armour, the abandonment of tournaments, and above all the Great Rebellion,
removed the raison d'être of such workmen.

The suits shown in this MS. and the actual armours now existing all show a German or

Almain inspiration, and whether Topf made them all or not, those who did build them copied' his

work very closely.
THE TOPF MS.-The history of the MS. is unfortunately somewhat obscure as to its early

years. In January, 1723, Mr. Virtue exhibited it at a meeting of the' Society of Antiquaries of

London. Next, in 1792, Pennant, in his London, reproduced (by the permission of its then

owner, the Dowager Duchess of Portland) the drawing of the I st Leicester suit. Again, in 1799,

Strutt, in his great work on costume, gave a 'drawing of the suit of the Earl of Cumberland, which

he called the Earl of Essex. The library of the, Duchess of Portland (a daughter of Harley, Earl

of Oxford) was sold in 1786, so we may suppose that the MS. once formed part of the great
Harleian Library. From 1799 until it made its appearance in 1894 in the Spitzer Collection, we

know nothing of its history. At the sale of that collection, however, it passed into the hands of

Mons. Stein of Paris, wh,ere the writer saw it and at once recognized the two figures above men

tioned. He was intrusted with its conveyance to England, and the authorities of the Victoria and

Albert Museum purchased the interesting MS. A short description of its contents and the

identification of various suits still existing in England were given by the writer in Vol. LI. of

the Journal of the Archœological Institute in 1895.
The reproduction by Mr. Griggs of the chief suits in the MS. is very exact, and it has not been

considered necessary ,to show all the armours, as in some cases the name of the wearer was the

only point of difference from a suit shown in the present work. The unpublished suits have, how-

ever, been noticed, with the names of those figures of which they are, so to speak, duplicates.
Of Jacob Topf, the presumed author of this MS., we have some account from the pen of the

late Wendelin Boheim, for many years custodian of the Armoury at Vienna.. From this account it

seems that Jacob, born, 1530, was 0l!e of three brothers. David Topf, the youngest, was in 1579 in

the service of Archduke Ferdinand at Ambras, and died in 1594. Simon Topfs name occurs only
once in the Innsbruck archives. Jacob 'is first mentioned in 1575 as a famous armourer in Inns

bruck, and in 158r he worked for the Archduke and his court. He seems to have been away from

Germany fror:n, 1562 to 1575, and it -is this period that Boheim considers was spent in Italy and in

England. Unfortunately, beyond Sir Henry Lee's mention of him in a letter of 1590,1 referring to

a trial of armour some years ,previously, it has been as yet impossible to find traces of Jacob in

England. He did not take out letters of denization, nor does his name occur in the lists of aliens

published by the Huguenot Society. But these last do not include Greenwich, where Sir Henry
Lee says that Topf was Master Workman. Now in 1574 Erasmus Kirtner, or Kyrkener, was

Master Armourer at Greenwich at a salary of forty shillings a month. But he must then have

been an old man, for as early as February, 1519, in the" King's Book of Payments," Asmus

armourer is mentioned. He had, therefore, been in his profession some 55 years, and Topf may
have been brought in to replace him.

As to William Pickering, his name occurs in a petition from the armourers of London in

1590, but it was not till April, 1604, that he obtained a grant in reversion of the office of Master

Workman at Greenwich. In 1608-9 he was Master of the Company of Armourers, and in January
1614 he is mentioned as Master of the Armoury at Greenwich and receiving the balance of the

£240 due for an armour made for the late Prince (Henry), who had died in November, 1612.

1 Printed in A rchaeologia, Vol. LI.
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Jacob Topf was working in Germany in 1575, as is proved by payments in the Innsbruck

archives, and in I597 he died and was succeeded by his son, Hans Jacob Topf, who in 1605
became Court Armourer to the Archduke of Tyrol.

The period 1562- 1575 would certainly be the prime years of most of those whose names are

attached to the drawings, but it does not follow that the names are in the same hand as the notes

on the Lee and Worcester suits; in fact they do not seem to be so, but rather later.

The Hatton suit now at Windsor (Plate XXI.) has on it the date I585, but that was not

necessarily on the suit originally, and if it were so, there is nothing to urge against the idea that

the dancing Chancellor had the suit made abroad for him by one whom he had known in previous
times in England. In 1585 Hatton was forty-five years old, an age not at all inconsistent with a

stout body and slender legs, as the Chief]ustice told Falstaff. One armour, we know, was made

for Hatton by a warrant to the Armoury dated 30 Jan. I564, when he was a Gentleman Pensioner

aged twenty-four.
The Bucarte (or Buckhurst) suit must have been made after 1567, when Thomas' Sackville was

created Lord Buckhurst.

The second Leicester suit in the MS. may have been an earlier and less handsome design
than that now in the Tower of London, the date of which must be between 1566 (when he received

the Order of Saint Michael, the collar and badge of which is engraved on the armour) and 1588,
when the Earl died. Apart from the ornamentation, the two suits are of the same pattern.

Another detail in the MS. pointing to a foreign origin is the presence on most figures of the

braguette, a feature wanting in all pictures painted in England during Elizabeth's reign.
It is unfortunate that exact and full information as to the Almain Armourers at Greenwich is

not at present available, but there seem to have been many irregularities in connection with the

Office of the Armoury. Thus Sir Henry Lee received a payment by Privy Seal as Master of the

Armoury in July I578. The patent for that office is dated 9 June 1580, and
_

in a letter to

Burghley dated 1 Nov. the same year, Sir Henry says that he "has as yet received no charge of the

Armoury."
In the notices appended to the various suits, no biographies of the individuals have been

attempted, as they are all well-known personages; but the war services or military honours have

been mentioned, as accounting for such parts of the panoplies. as were in use in the field as

distinguished from those peculiar to the tilt-yard.
A few notes as to the extra pieces shown in the MS., may be of use to those not conversant

with the details of armour.

The armet was a close helmet, the cheek-pieces of which were hinged near the ears, the front

parts of these pieces overlapping at the chin and being kept in position by a hook linching one side

to the other. The upper visor was opened by pressing a stud on the right side. This allowed the

F-shaped catch to be moved back, and the upper part of the visor could then be raised for air, etc.

The lower part of the visor was released by pressing a stud also on the right side, which withdrew

a catch holding the visor down to the chin. [See Sir Henry Lee's helmet in the Tower, PI. XVII.]
The burgonet was an open helmet, generally worn with a buffe or face-guard, which was

attached to the head-piece by staples passing over pins on each side and then linched.

The standing buffe had a straight profile and was of one piece. It was used in the exercise

called" Barriers," in which each combatant, standing on opposite sides of a stout bar about waist

high, endeavoured by thrusting with blunt spears or poles to upset his opponent. As all the blows

were in an upward direction, the upper part of the face could be exposed without danger.
The .falling buffe was for use in the field. It was of a curved profile, and consisted of three

lames or strips of metal, which were kept in position by studs. By pressing the studs, these

hinged lames could be lowered so as to expose the face, and if necessary could be raised quickly to

a safe position. [See Worcester suit in the Tower, PI. XIV.]
The mainefaire (main de fer) was a stout gauntlet for the left or bridle hand, and without

fingers.
The close or locking gauntlet was also not fingered, but the last piece of metal was prolonged

so as to be able to be attached to a stud on the wrist. When this was done, after the blunt sword
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or wooden mace had been grasped, the hilt of either of these arms could not be drawn or pushed
through the small openings left on either side of the hand. This gauntlet was only used in the

tourney or melée, as neither lance nor war-sword could be used with it. In early days such a

defence was not allowed, nor was the attachment by cords of the sword to the hand permitted,
hence its occasional name of "forbidden gauntlet," but. in the later days of the tourney it was

universally used, as may be seen in its frequent recurrence in the MS.

The grandguard was a large extra piece fitting close to and attached to the breast-plate. An

upper piece also conformed to the left side of the helmet. When the grq_ndguard had been fixed to

the breast and its upper part to the helmet, the wearer was, as it were, all in one piece from the

waist upwards, and could not move his head in any direction. As the riders at the tilt passed each

other left arm to left arm, on opposite sides of the tilt or barrier, the left side was the only part that

could be reached by the opponent's lance, and accordingly the grandguard doubled the metal

defence, but only on the left side. The left elbow was also protected by the pasguard attached to

it. Thus, with the doubling of the defence on the only assailable side and the stoutness of the

mainefaire, all danger was avoided, but at the expense of the ability to move the head. [See the

Leicester suit in the Tower (PI. V.), where these defences are in position.]
The upright neck-guards (formerly erroneously called pasguards) were generally removable. A

flange at the lower margin had holes in it, which passed over pins in the pauldrons, or shoulder

defences, and by linch pins or hooks the upright guards were kept in position.
The so-called maton or palet was a disc of metal suspended by a strap so as to protect the

right arm-pit, but moving aside when the lance was couched under the right arm. The actual

English name of this piece is not known.

The saddle steels were metal plates outside the pommel and cantle. The pommel steels

consisted of a central and two side pieces. The cantle steel was sometimes in one piece, but

oftener in two, joined by bolts or screws in the centre of the back.

.

The cham/ron consisted of a large plate defending the horse's face and generally reaching to

the nostrils. Sometimes the chamfron was in two parts, the lower part being, when desirable,
attached by turning pins to the upper, part. ,Above the chamfron was another piece of metal

attached by hinges to it, and when the crinet (or defence for the horse's neck) was worn, this upper

piece was attached to the latter. No crinets are shown in the MS.

Two- varieties of stirrups, plain and barred, are seen with the armours of Sir H. Lee, Sir C.

Hatton, Earl of Cumberland, Lord Buckhurst and Lord Compton. "



ARMOURS NOT REPRODUCED FROM THE MS.

NO. IN

MS.

Henry Manners, Earl of Rutland I.

John, Duke of Finland v.

Sir William Sentlo ....
VI.

Henry Carey, Lord Hunsdon... IX.

Sir George Howard ...
x.

Richard, Lord North... XI.

Sir Christopher Hatton (III.) XXI.

Mr. Macke Williams ... ...-
XXII.

Sir Thomas Bromley... XXIII.

William Brooke, Lord Cobham XXIV.

Harry, Lord Compton XXVI.

Mr. Skidmur (Scudamore) XXVII.

Sir Bale Desena . . . . . . . . . . . . XXIX.

Of the suits not reproduced in the present work, the following
notes may suffice, as they all more or less resemble some of those

seen here.

The Earl of Bedford's suit (Plate I.) is very like the Earl of Rutland

and Sir Wm. Sentlo.

The Duke of Norfolk (Plate XI.) resembles John, Duke of Finland,
who has a bear engraved on the breast; Lord North, who has

not the curved labels; Lord Hunsdon and Sir George Howard,

who have lines in place of labels; and Lord Cobham, who has

only the vertical lines of ornament.

The 3rd suit of Sir Henry Lee (Plate XIX.) is like the Lord Chan

cellor (Sir Thomas Bromley), the 3rd Hatton, Mr. Skidmur

(Scudamore), and Mr. Macke Williams, except that these have

short taces. Sir Bale Desena also resembles the 3rd Lee suit,
but has boots like Sir John Smith.

Lord Bucarte (Buckhurst) is similar to Lord Compton.

Examples of all extra pieces as seen in the MS. are seen in

the suits in this work.



CONTENTS.

NO.

PLATES IN MS.

I.-II. John Russell, Earl of Bedford. ... .. . 2

IlL-IV. Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester. (I.) ... 3

V.-VL" " (II.)... 8

VIL-VIII. Thomas Ratcliff, Earl of Sussex. 4
IX.-X. Henry, Lord Serope. ... 7

XL-XII. Thomas, Duke of Norfolk. 12

XIIL-XIV. The Earl of Worcester. 13-
XV.-XVL Sir Henry Lee. (I.) 14

XVIL-XVIII. " (II.) 19
XIX.-XX. " (III.)... 25

XXL-XXIL Sir Christopher Hatton. (1.) 15
XXIIL-XXIV. " (II.)...... 17

xXV.-XXVI. The Earl of Pembroke.... 16

XXVII. Sir John Smith. 18-

XXVIII-XXIX. Earl of Cumberland 20·

XXX.-XXXL Lord Buckhurst 28



 



 



PLATE 1. NO.2 in the MS.

THE EARL OF BEDFORD.

FRANCIS RUSSELL, Earl of Bedford, was born in 1527 and

succeeded his father in 1555. He was elected K. G. in 1564 and

died 1585. He served as a captain at the battle of St. Quentin in

1557, was lieutenant-general 1565-1569, and went as ambassador to

France in 1561 and to Scotland in 1566. .

The suit of white armour with gilt margins has a splinted
body. The sexfoils on the elbows and knees appear to be the only
enrichments. The feet, as in many other instances in the MS., are

only protected by chain mail with toe-caps of plate.



PLATE I.

THE EARL OF BEDFORD, K.G.



 



 



PLATE II.

THE EARL OF BEDFORD.

The extra pieces of this suit are few, consisting only of a

burgonet, a standing and a falling buffe, and a placcate for the

breast.



PLATE II.

-:

THE EARL OF BEDFORD, K.G.
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PLATE III. NO.3 in the MS.

THE EARL OF LEICESTER.

ROBERT DUDLEY, Earl of Leicester, was born 1534, created

Earl of Leicester 1564, having been elected K.G. in 1559, and died

1588.

In 1557 he was Master of the Ordnance, Captain-General in

Holland and Zealand in 1585, and Lieutenant-General at Tilbury in

1588. His civil employments and honours are well known, and in

1566 he was instituted Knight of the Order of St. Michael in France.

This suit, the first of two shown in the MS., is of russetted steel

with gilt bands of engraving. The feet are protected by chain maiL

and toe-caps of plate.



'·PLATE III.

THE EARL OF LEICES'J'ER, K.G. (1.)



 



 



PLATE IV.

THE EARL OF LEICESTER. (1.)

The extra pieces of this suit consist of a two-part visor for the

armet, a burgonet with standing and falling buffes, a moton or palet
to protect the right arm-pit, and a placcate with spreading lower

margin. There are also a pair of upright neck-guards and a pair of

short taces. For the tilt-yard there is a grandguard with a peculiar
plate for the left hip, a pasguard for the left elbow and a mainefaire

for the bridle hand. For the tourney there is a close or locking
gauntlet. The chamfron and saddle steels for pommel and cantle

are shown withoutornament.



PLATE IV .

.
'

THE EARL OF LEICESTER, K.G. (I.)



 



 



PLATE V. NO.8 in the MS.

THE EARL OF LEICESTER. (II.)

This suit, though not identical with that in the Tower of

London (see cut), was evidently the work of the same armourer, as
.

is evidenced by many details of arrangement, and both have the

"Ragged Staff" as the motif. In the MS. the muzzled bear appears
on the elbow-caps and on the chamfron. In the Tower suit it occurs

frequently, as does also the George of the Order of the Garter. The

absence of the latter on the suit here seen is peculiar, just as is the

engraving on the Tower suit of the collar and badge of the Order of

St. Michael, which limits the execution of the suit to the period
1566-1588, and is evidence of the high favour of the jealous Queen.
It will be noticed that the Earl is shown with the chain mail and

toe-caps of plate, but the Tower armour shows complete plate
sollerets and those somewhat pointed at the toe, a valuable indication

of fashion in a suit whose approximate date is known.

Armour of ROBERT DUDLEY, Earl of Leicester,

in the Tower of London; made 1566-1588.
With Grandguard, Pasguard and Mainefaire in position.



PLATE V.

THE EARL OF LEICESTER, K.G. (n.)



 



 



PLATE VI.

THE EARL OF LEICESTER. (II.)

The extra pieces of this suit consist of a burgonet and falling
buffe, a placcate with spreading lower margin (as in the first suit),
upright neck-guards, and a moton or palet. One would expect to

see in the MS. the grandguard and pasguard, both of which exist

with the Tower suit, but they are not shown. For the horse there

are shown the chamfron and saddle steels for pommel and cantle, all

engraved 1ike the other pieces. The bear and ragged staff are seen

on the burgonet cheek-piece and on the chamfron, also on the elbow
.

cap fan.

A drawing by Zucchero in the British Museum shows the Earl

partly armed and with the upright neck-guards in position.



PLATE VI.

THE EARL OF LEICESTER, K.G. (n.)



 



 



PLATE VII. NO.4 in the MS ..

THE EARL OF SUSSEX.

THOMAS RATCLIFFE, Earl of Sussex, was the oldest of the

brilliant company whose armours are here shown, having been born

in 1525. In 1547 he was Captain of Demi-lances, and from 1553 to

1583 Captain of the Gentlemen Pensioners. In 1557 he succeeded

to the Earldom, and the same year was elected to the Order of the

Garter. He commanded the army in the suppression of the rebellion

in the North, 1569; was Lieutenant-General of the North, 1570-72 ;

and having filled the posts of Ambassador to Spain in 1554, to the

Emperor in 1567, and Lord Deputy of Ireland in 1556, 1558, 1559,
with many other high offices, he died 1583.

The gauntlets of this suit were sold in 1895 at the Spitzer sale
for £66 8s.



PLATE VII.

THE EARL OF SUSSEX, lCG.



 



 



PLATE VIII.

THE EARL OF SUSSEX.

The extra pieces of this suit are a placcate, upright neck-guards,
a palet or moton, a standing buffe and a two-part visor. For the

tilt-yard there are a grandguard, a pasguard and a mainefaire. For

the tourney, a close or locking gauntlet; and for the horse, saddle

steels for the pommel and cantle.



PLATE VIII.

THE EARL OF SUSSEX, K.G.



 



 



PLATE IX. NO.7 in the MS.

LORD SCROPE.

HENRY, Lord Scrope, succeeded his father in 1554. He held

the office of Warden of West Marches toward Scotland, and in

1569 served in the suppression of the rebellion of the Earls of

Northumberland and Westmoreland. In 1584 he was elected

Knight of the Garter and died in 1592.

This suit, it will be seen, differs but slightly in ornamentation

from that of the Earl of Sussex.



PLATE IX.

LORD SCROPE, K.G.



 



 



PLATE X.

LORD SCROPE.

The extra pieces of this suit are a burgonet and falling buffe, a

standing buffe and a two-part visor. There are also a placcate, a

pair of upright neck-guards, and a moton or palet. For the tilt

yard there are a grandguard, a pasguard and a mainefaire. For the

tourney, a close or locking gauntlet. For the horse, a chamfron and

saddle steels for pommel and cantle.



PLATE X.

LORD SCROPE, K.G



 



 



PLATE XI. No. 12 in the MS.

THE DUKE OF NORFOLK.

THOMAS HOWARD, Duke of Norfolk, was born in 1536 and

succeeded to the dukedom in 1554 on the death of his grandfather,
the victor of Flodden. In 1559 he was elected a Knight of the

Garter, but later becoming involved in the conspiracy in favour of

Mary, Queen of Scots, he was beheaded in 1572.

The suit of white armour, with bands and labels of gilt orna

ment, is complete to the ankles, the feet being protected by chain

mail and toe-caps of plate.



PLATE XI.

THE DUKE OF NORFOLK, K.G.



 



 



PLATE XII.

THE DUKE OF NORFOLK.

The extra pieces of this suit are an armet, a burgonet with

standing and falling buffes, a placcate, two upright neck-guards and

a moton or palet. For the tilt-yard, a grandguard, pasguard and

mainefaire. For the tourney, a close or locking gauntlet; and for

the horse, a chamfron and saddle steels for pommel and cantle .

.

At the Tower are also two pieces of a steel bard apparently
belonging to this suit and forming the sides of the crupper.

The pieces for the tilt-yard are plain; all the others have the

labels seen on the suit.



PLATE XII .

. THE DUKE OF NORFOLK, K.G.



 



 



PLATE XIII. No. 13 in the MS.

THE EARL OF WORCESTER.

WILLIAM SOMERSET, Earl of Worcester, was born in 1526 and

succeeded his father in 1548. He died in 1589, having been elected
'

K. G. in 1570. He does not appear to have had any war service,
though employed as Ambassador on various occasions and filling
many high offices in England.

Mr. Laking, in describing portions of his armour now in the

Royal Armoury, Windsor, has ascribed them to Edward, Earl of

Worcester, born in 1553 (not 1550); but as he was, until his father's

death in 1589, styled Lord Herbert, the suit shown in the MS.

must, if any importance be attached to Boheim's statement, have

been made for the father and not for the son.

The portions of the suit now at Windsor are a burgonet and

falling buffe weighing 19 lbs., a breast 9 lbs., a back 9 lbs., -a

placcate 10 lbs., a gorget 6i lbs., a reinforcing bever, taces, lance

rest and broad-toed sollerets.

In the Tower of London, are an armet weighing 14 lbs. with its

gorget; a burgonet with falling buffe, the whole ro lbs. 6 ozs.; a

breast of 20 lbs.; a back 20t lbs.; pauldrons 14 lbs., the left still

having its upright neck-guard; complete arm defences, 11 lbs. 12 ozs.;

gauntlets, short taces, complete leg armour, and plate toe-caps.
These toe-caps have a square termination, without any swell at the

sides, as in some suits. A pin at the back of the armet passes

through a hole in the gorget and is linched. This prevents any

circular movement of the armet, such as is suggested by the margin
of the armet clipping the top of the gorget.

In connection with the great weight of this suit, it is interesting
to note that parts have been let out by the insertion of pieces of

metal, although the exterior girth of the calf is now only 16 inches

and the ankle 11 inches.

The. Burgonet and Buffe.The Armet.

The WORCESTER suit in the Tower of London.



PLATE XIII.

THE EARL OF WORCESTER, K.G.



 



 



PLATE XIV.

THE EARL OF WORCESTER.

The extra pieces shown in the MS. are a burgonet, a standing
and a falling buffe, a breast and back (the former with short taces

attached), a placcate, and a gorget. For the horse there are a cham
fron and saddle steels for pommel and cantle. Near these last is

written in an Elizabethan hand, "Thes peces were made by me

Jacobe."
It win be noticed that some of the portions of this suit now at

Windsor and at the Tower are not shown in the MS., and the note

seems to imply that the greater part of the suit was the work of

another armourer.

Part of the WORCESTER suit
in the Tower of London,

showing the falling buffe partly lowered.



PLATE XIV.

THE EARL OF WORCESTER, K.G.



 



 



PLATE XV. No. 14 in the MS.

SIR HENRY LEE. (1.)

SIR HENRY LEE was born in 1530 and received knighthood in

1553. He served with distinction on the Scottish border in 1557-8.
In 1569 he acted under the Earl of Sussex in the suppression of the

rebellion of the Earls of Northumberland and Westmoreland. In

1573 he commanded a battery at the successful siege of Edinburgh
Castle, and in 1588 he was sent to the North to organize the defence

of those parts against the possible attacks of the Scotch. In 1580
he was appointed by patent Master of the Armoury,' and held that

office, as also that of Master of the Leash, till his death. In 1590
he resigned to George, Earl of Cumberland, the self-imposed office

of Champion of the Queen, in the execution of which he presided
over the annual jousts on November 17 (Queen's Day). In 1597 he

was elected a Knight of the Order of the Garter. He had travelled

much in Europe and was one of the most accomplished soldiers and

courtiers of that brilliant period.

This first suit is richly ornamented and bears on the pauldrons
the device of a sun and an uprising bird, evidently with a sentiment

or motto on the riband beneath. This, like the two other suits, has

plate sollerets. Beside the figure is seen a burgonet of the same

scheme of ornament.

1 He is mentioned already in 1578 in a Privy Seal as Master of the Armoury.



PLATE XV.

"

SIR HENRY LEE, K.G. (1.)



III



 



PLATE XVI.

SIR HENRY LEE. (1.)

The extra pieces of this suit consist of a peaked morion, a

placcate with short taces attached, a right pauldron and a target. On

the last two the sun appears. For the horse there are a chamfron

and saddle steels for pommel and cantle. Below these is a riband,
for a note. At the foot of the page is written in an Elizabethan

hand, "Thes Tilte peces wer made by me Jacobe." [See the Wor

cester suit, PI. XIV.] These pieces consist of an armet, a two-part
visor and a standing buffe. For the tilt-yard there is a grandguard,
a pasguard and a mainefaire.



PLATE XVI.

SIR HENRY LEE, K.G. (1.)



 



 



PLATE XVII. No. 19 in the MS.

SIR HENRY LEE. (II.)

This second suit of Sir Henry Lee was of russet and gilt, and

though not so bright as the previous one, was of excellent execution.

On the breast is seen apparently a bird standing on a Stafford knot.

There is no doubt, however, that the MS. imperfectly shows the
crest of Sir Henry Lee as used by him before 1597. It is a laneret

preying on the leg of a heron.

Sir H. LEE'S Helmet at the Tower.



PLATE XVII.

i; .' _.

SIR HENRY LEE, K.G. (II.)



 



 



PLATE XVIII.

SIR HENRY LEE. (II.)

The extra pieces shown are an armet, a burgonet with standing
and falling buffes, a placcate with short' taces and bearing the crest

as in Plate XVII., and a right pauldron. For the tilt-yard there is

a grandguard (also with the crest), a pasguard, and a mainefaire.

There also appears to be a portion of a visor. For the tourney
there is a close or locking gauntlet; and for the horse a chamfron,
saddle steels for the pommel and cantle, and a pair of stirrups.

Of the above, the armet is now in the Tower of London, and

when engraved (reversed) by Grose, in 1785, belonged to Mr. Rawle.

The close or locking gauntlet is now in the Hall of the Company of

Armourers and Brasiers of London, having been given to them in

1768 by Mr. Carter.

Close or Locking Gauntlet of
Sir HENRY LEE'S suit (III).

Belonging to the Armourers' and Brasiers'
Company.



PLATE XVIII.

SIR HENRY LEE, K.G. (II.)



 



 



PLATE XIX. No. 2S in the MS.

SIR HENRY LEE. (III.)

This, the third suit, or much of it, is now in the Hall of the

Armourers and Brasiers of London, and is white armour with

stripes of enamelled ornament. It is intended for a horseman, as

would seem by the long taces, both the other suits of this knight
having short taces. But the target among the extra pieces would

certainly not be used when mounted.

Suit of Sir HENRY LEE (m.),
in the Hall of the Armourers'

and Brasiers' Company.



PLATE XIX.

SIR HENRY LEE, K.G. (III.)



 



 



PLATE XX.

SIR HENRY LEE. (III.)

The extra pieces of the suit consist of a burgonet with standing
and falling buffes, a placcate, a pair of short rerebraces or defences

for the upper arm and probably
-

worn with sleeves of chain mail, a

pair of long gauntlets and a target. The gauntlets are the only
examples of this defence in the MS. Besides these pieces are a pair
of splinted cuisshes and two pieces the use of which is not quite
clear. For the horse there are saddle steels for pommel and cantle

and a pair of stirrups.



PLATE XX.

SIR HENRY LEE, K.G. (III.)



 



 



PLATE XXI. No. IS in the MS.

SIR CHRISTOPHER HATTON. (1.)

SIR CHRISTOPHER HATTON was born in 1540. In 1564 he was

appointed a Gentleman Pensioner, and in 1572 succeeded Sir Francis

Knollys as Captain of the Guard. He was knighted in 1577 and in

1588 was elected a Knight of the Garter. These were his military
honours, but military service he had none. His civil dignities
(including the Lord Chancellorship in 1587) are well known, and he

died 1591. This first suit, or portions of it, at one time belonged to

Sir Henry Dymock and later to Mr. Gurney. It afterwards appeared
at the Spitzer Sale, where the writer recognised it as being one of

those figured in the MS. At the sale it realised £2080 and then for

a time disappeared. In 1901, however, it was purchased from Mr.

Davis by some gentlemen from whom His Majesty was pleased to

accept it, and it now forms a notable item in the Royal Armoury at

Windsor, where al ready a portion of the saddle steels and the

chamfrons had been preserved.

The parts of the suit now at Windsor are an armet, breast and

back pauldrons, arm defences and gauntlets, short taces, leg defences

and sollerets. There are also a placcate, a reinforcing chin-piece and

a volant piece for a bevor. For the horse there is a chamfron and

saddle steels for pommel and cantle.

The gorget on the figure at Windsor does not belong to the

suit, and is indeed of the seventeenth century.



PLATE XXI.

SIR CHRISTOPHER HATTON, K.G. (1.)



 



 



PLATE XXII.

SIR CHRISTOPHER HATTON. (I.)

The extra pieces shown in the MS. are an armet with an extra

lame for the visor, a standing buffe and a placcate, also a pair of

short taces and two upright neck-guards, and a maton or palet. For

the tilt-yard there are a grandguard, a pasguard, and a mainefaire.

For the tourney, a close or locking gauntlet. For the horse, a

chamfron and saddle steels for the pommel and cantle. The placcate
and grandguard, like the figure in Plate XXI., have a figure of

Mercury engraved over a crown surmounting two E 3:.



PLATE XXII.

SIR CHRISTOPHER HATTON, K.G. (r.)



 



 



PLATE XXIII. No. 17 in the MS.

SIR CHRISTOPHER HATTON. (II.)

The second suit of Sir Christopher Hatton is also rich in orna

ment and somewhat resembles that of George, Earl of Cumberland,
on Plate XXVIII. The design, with additions, is also seen in the

later suit of Henry, Prince of Wales, now at Windsor, the maker of

which has closely copied Jacob Topf, whose designs, we may sup

pose, intiuenced the Armoury at Greenwich even after he had left

England, and indeed after his death.

In this second suit there is no recurrence of the Queen's initials,
but a Tudor rose and double knot are the chief motifs. A gilt
vamplate of this suit is now in the Tower of London, and shows the

general design of ornament seen on the suit.



I

PLATE XXIII.

SIR CHRISTOPHER HATTON, K.G. (II.)



 



 



PLATE XXIV.

SIR CHRISTOPHER HATTON. (II.)

The extra pieces of this suit are an armet with an extra visor

lame (as in Plate XXII.), a placcate with an armed figure and the

chain (as in Plate XXIII.), a pair of short taces, a right pauldron
and a standing buffe. For the tilt-yard there are a grandguard, pas

guard, and mainefaire; and for the tourney a close or locking
gauntlet. For the horse there are a chamfron, saddle steels for

pommel and cantle, and a pair of triple-barred stirrups. The cham

fron has on ita small shield of arms of 11 coats, all coloured, and

probably the original was enamelled.



PLATE XXIV.

SIR CHRISTOPHER HATTON, K.G. (II.)



 



 



PLATE XXV. No. 16 in the MS.

THE EARL OF PEMBROKE.

HENRY HERBERT, Earl of Pembroke, was born in 1534 and

succeeded to the Earldom in 1570. He was elected Knight of the

Garter in 1574 and died 1601.

A large portion of this suit is now at Wilton.



PLATE XXV.

THE EARL OF PEMBROKE, K.G.



 



 



•

PLATE XXVI.

THE EARL OF PEMBROKE.

The extra pieces of this suit are an armet wi th an extra lame for

the visor, a burgonet with standing and falling buffes, a placcate
engraved like the breast on the figure of Plate XXV., a moton or

palet, and two upright neck-guards. On the crest of both armet and

burgonet are engraved the arms of the Earl surrounded by the

Garter, and on the cheek-piece of the burgonet the same is repeated,
but surmounted by a coronet of six points without balls or pearls, as

seen in modern times. On the placcate is a second shield of arms,

apparently three birds 2 and 1. For the tourney there is a close or

locking gauntlet. For the tilt-yard there is a grandguard engraved
with a coat of arms surrounded and surmounted as on the burgonet,
and also two other coats-the first of three water bougets 2 and 1,

the lower of two bends wavy; a pasguard and mainefaire also dis

play coats of arms, as does a close or locking gauntlet for the

tourney. For the horse there are a chamfron and saddle steels for

the pommel and cantle. The ch.amfron bears a small shield of arms

of twenty quarterings surrounded by the Garter and surmounted by
a coronet of six points without balls or pearls. The shield was (like
the second Hatton suit) probably enamelled.



PLATE XXVI.

THE EARL OF PEMBROKE, K.G.



 



 



PLATE XXVII. No. 18 in the MS.

SIR JOHN SMITH OR SMYTHE.

Sir JOHN SMITH or SMYTHE, cousin to Edward VI., was a

great soldier and a prolific writer on military matters. Queen
Elizabeth knighted him in 1576, when he went as ambassador
into Spain. Later on, some of his writings for the reform of

military matters led to the suppression of one of his works
entitled "Discourses on the' form and effects of divers sorts of

Weapons," and his own committal to the Tower. He was eventually
released and retired to his birthplace, Little Badow in Essex, where
he died September, 1607.

The armour shown in the plate is only a portion of that which
constituted the suit. Of the whole the following parts are in the

Royal Collection at Windsor: a burgonet and buffe, a morion, a

gorget, a breast, a back, and a pair of horseman's cuisshes, also
a pair of short taces and the front saddle steels.

In the Tower of London (see cut) are the following pieces of

this suit: an armet weighing 9 lbs., gorget, breast, back pauldrons
and complete arm defences and gauntlets, long taces, greaves and

sollerets.

On the breast is engraved a classic head with the motto

FUTURA. PRAETERITA round it. The gauntlets are peculiar, being
constricted where the cannon of the vambrace terminates. The

sollerets are not pointed like the Leicester suit, but broaden slightly
at the end. In the Tower are also the saddle steels for the cantle.

Part of Sir JOHN SMITH'S suit
in the Tower of London.



PLATE XXVII.

SIR JOHN SMITH.



 



 



PLATE XXVIII. No. 20 in the MS.

THE EARL OF CUMBERLAND.

•

GEORGE, Earl of Cumberland, was the youngest of the nobles

and warriors whose armours are seen in this MS., having been born

in 1558. He succeeded as Earl in 1570. In 1588 he was captain of

a man-of-war, and the next year commanded a squadron in the

West Indies. In 1590 he succeeded Sir Henry Lee as Champion
of Queen Elizabeth, and in 1591 again commanded a squadron. In

1592 he was elected a Knight of the Garter, and in 1593 and 1597

was again serving his country at sea. In 1599 he was Lieutenant

General in London and Colonel of the London Trained Bands. He

died 1605.

The suit shown in the MS. now exists at Appleby Castle, the

seat of Lord Hothfield, and is probably the best preserved of any,

giving a good idea of the splendour of these armours when they
were worn. The portions of the suit at Appleby are an armet com

plete with gorget, breast, back, taces, and complete defences for the

arms and legs, with the exception of the left gauntlet. Also for the

tilt-yard there is an armet, a grandguard, pasguard, and four vam

plates for the lances. For the horse there are a chamfron, saddle

steels for the pommel and cantle, and a pair of stirrups.

The left gauntlet, which is missing, has been replaced by a left

gauntlet of the suit (now at Windsor) of Henry, Prince of Wales, of

which suit the right gallntlet, once in the Meyrick Collection, is now

in the Wallace Collection.

In the Tower of London are portions of another suit of this

valiant Earl, namely, that in which he is represented in his portrait
at Skipton, Yorks.



PLATE XXVIII.

THE EARL OF CUMBERLAND, K.G.



 



 



PLATE XXIX.

THE EARL OF CUMBERLAND.

The extra pieces of this suit are an armet with its gorget, a

right pauldron, and a placcate with "tasset rymme" with scolloped

margin. For the tilt-yard, a grandguard, pasguard and mainefaire.

For the tourney, a close or locking gauntlet. For the horse there

are the chamfron and saddle steels for the pommel and cantle, and a

pair of stirrups. Four vamplates for the jousting lance are also

shown. On the placcate and grandguard will be noticed two E 3:.



'" .,

PLATE XXIX.

THE EARL OF CUMBERLAND, K.G.



 



 



PLATE XXX. No. 28 in the MS.

LORD BUCKHURST.

THOMAS SACKVILLE, Lord Buckhurst, was born 1536. He was

created Lord Buckhurst in 1567 and Earl of Dorset in 1604. He

was Ambassador to France 1568 and 1571, and to Holland in 1587.
He was elected a Knight of the Garter in 1589 and died 1608.

This suit, or the greater part of it, is now in the Wallace Col

lection, having been purchased on the dispersal of the Meyrick
Collection, where it was described as having come from the Chateau

Coulommiers en Brie belonging to the Dukes of Longueville.

The portions in the Wallace suit are a burgonet with triple
barred face-guard, gorget, breast, back, taces, pauldrons, arm de

fences and gauntlets, leg defences and sollerets, also a placcate and

a pair of stirrups.



·

PLATE XXX.

LORD BUCKHURST, K.G.



 



 



PLATE XXXI.

LORD BUCKHURST.

The extra pieces of this suit are a placcate and a falling buffe.

For the horse, saddle steels for pommel and cantle, and a pair of

stirrups.



PLATE XXXI.

LORD BUCKHURST, K.G.



 



 



HALL OF THE COMPANY OF ARMOURERS AND

BRASIERS OF LONDON IN COLEMAN STREET, E.C.

The original Hall was acquired by the Company in 1428. At

the Great Fire of London the Hall escaped, and in 1795 many

alterations were made. In 1839 the first stone of the present Hall

was- laid by the then Master, William Griffith, Esq. The building
was completed in 1841, and in 1855 and 1872 many improvements
were made. Since the latter date many specimens of the arrnourer's

work and art have been added.

On the bracket at the right hand of the Master's chair can be

seen the third suit of Sir Henry Lee (Plate XIX. of this work).



 



 



ARMS OF THE ARMOURERS AND BRASIERS OF THE CITY OF LONDON

AS GRANTED IN 1709 ON THE UNION OF THE TWO COMPANIES.

The Armourers' Company existed from the time of Edward II., when" the searche was

granted to them." The Brasiers were incorporated by letters patent of 19 Edward IV.,
1479-80.

FACSIMILE, about two-thirds full size, or the ESTATES PLATE of the ARMOURERS AND BRASIERS
. COMPANY, showing the Arms granted by the King of Arms when the Brasiers became
united to the Company of Armourers, A.D. 1708-09.

. ALEXANDER GRAHAM, F. S.A.



 



 



'\

1\

THE CHARTER OF INCORPORATIO

, 3 MAY, 31 HEr\



OF THE ARMOURERS' COMPANY,

Vl., 1453.



 



-........

\
GRANT OF ARMS, 15 OCTOBER, 1558, BY THOMAS HAWLEY, CLARENCIEUX KING OF ARMS,·

-

TO THE ARMOURERS' C.oMPANY OF THE CITY OF LONDON, WILLIAM GONN BEING THEN MASTER

AND ROGER TYNDALE AND THOMAS BRUCE, WARDENS.
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